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Section 4: Cultural safety requirements – Consultation on regulation of physician 
associates/assistants (PAs) 
 
Closes 16 February 2026 
 
Overview 
 
During our engagement with stakeholders to develop the proposed regulatory approach, we received 
consistent feedback that PAs must practise in a culturally safe way. Cultural competence, and training in 
cultural safety and hauora Māori are especially important because all PAs initially working here will have 
trained overseas.   
 
To support this, the Council will set cultural safety expectations at every stage of the PA regulation 
framework.  This includes the following proposed requirements: 
 
 Pre-registration:  

­ As part of their application for registration, a PA must provide evidence of satisfactory completion 
of a Council-approved knowledge-based programme in cultural safety for health practice in 
Aotearoa New Zealand within 12 months prior to applying for registration.  

 
 Scopes of practice for all PAs: 

­ Work in collaboration with patients, their whānau, communities, and the multi-disciplinary 
healthcare team to deliver equitable person/whānau-centred healthcare.   

­ Practise in a culturally-safe way – promoting equity, inclusion, diversity, and rights of Māori as 
tangata whenua, Pacific Peoples and all population groups to support the provision of quality 
services that are culturally safe, equitable and responsive.   

 
 Registration in the Provisional PA scope of practice:  

­ Orientation and induction must include cultural competency and cultural safety training and hauora 
Māori education.  

­ The supervisor must support the PA’s ongoing professional development by encouraging their 
engagement in relevant professional and team activities. 

­ The PA registered in the Provisional PA scope of practice is responsible for ensuring the ongoing 
delivery of culturally safe practice. 

 
 Registration in the General PA scope of practice: 

­ The supervisor must support the PA’s ongoing professional development by encouraging their 
engagement in relevant professional and team activities. 

­ The PA registered in the General PA scope of practice is responsible for ensuring the ongoing 
delivery of culturally safe practice. 
 

 Ongoing practice: 
- The Council will, in due course, develop requirements for the recertification programme that all 

practising PAs will need to complete to demonstrate they are maintaining their competence. This 
programme will include specific requirements relating to cultural competence, cultural safety, and 
hauora Māori. 


