
 

Registration pathways for International Medical Graduates (IMGs) 
Permanent and temporary forms of registration 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Provisional general scope pathways 
(permanent registration) 

 

Examinations  

In the last 5 years the applicant has passed: 
• NZREX Clinical; or 
• Parts 1 and 2 of the Professional and 

Linguistic Assessments Board (PLAB) test 
(UK); or 

• AMC MCQ and Clinical examinations. 
 

 

 

Competent authority (UK and Irish graduates) 

 

 

Comparable health system 

• Experience in a recognised comparable 
health system 

• 29 countries recognised as having health 
systems comparable to New Zealand 

Australian general registrants  

UK general registrants 

• Assessment of IMG’s qualifications, 
training and experience against the 
New Zealand/Australian standard. 

• Advice provided by relevant medical 
college. 

• Council is the final decision-maker. 

Fast-track specialist 
registration pathway  

 

Provisional vocational (specialist) 
scope pathways 

(permanent registration) 
 

Complete applications processed within 20 working days 

Specialist registration 
pathway 

 

• For IMGs with specialist qualifications 
from the UK, Ireland and Australia in 
seven areas of medicine:  

o anaesthesia  
o dermatology  
o emergency medicine  
o general practice 
o internal medicine 
o pathology (anatomical) 
o psychiatry. 

Applications processed within 
20 working days 

Applications processed within 
3 months 

Special purpose scopes of practice 
(temporary registration) 

Applications processed within 
20 working days 

• For IMGs wanting to work in New 
Zealand for a specific purpose and 
fixed time period. 

• The special purpose scopes of 
practice include: 

o Locum tenens 
o Teleradiology 
o Postgraduate training 
o Research 
o Visiting expert 
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